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Blue Skies signs
up to Terra Carta

Blue Skies have signed up to support the
Terra Carta from HRH The Prince of Wales’
Sustainable Markets Initiative.

The Terra Carta provides a roadmap to 2030 for businesses
to move towards an ambitious and sustainable future; one
that will harness the power of Nature combined with the
transformative power, innovation and resources of the private
sector.
The global business proposition outlines ten areas for action
and comprises of nearly 100 actions for business as the basis
of a recovery plan that puts Nature, People and Planet at the
heart of global value creation.
For Blue Skies, the Terra Carta is in line with the company’s
Blueprint sustainability plan and helps to reinforce the
company’s commitment to balancing the needs of people
with the needs of nature and planet. You can find out more at:
https://www.sustainable-markets.org/terra-carta

Blue Skies mourns
the loss of two
more of its staff
Following the tragic news of the death
of two of our staff in January, it is
with yet further great sadness that
we report the loss of two more of our
friends and colleagues in Ghana this
month.
Yakubu Haruna and Abubakari Yakubu
worked at our X Ray mango farm.
Tragically, they were both caught up
in an armed robbery at a petrol station
while they were off duty.
Our thoughts and prayers are with
the family, friends and colleagues of
Yakubu and Abubakari. They will both
be very much missed by us all at Blue
Skies.

INSIDE THIS MONTH:
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Benin achieves AA result in its
first BRC audit

P3

Blue Skies launches prepared
vegetables in France

It’s a BRC bonanza!

Blue Skies Benin achieves
AA result in first BRC audit

Logistics Update

Congratulations to Blue Skies Benin who have achieved a AA BRC
audit result. This was the first BRC audit for Blue Skies Benin almost
a year after the factory opened in 2020. The result demonstrates the
high technical standards that the young team in Benin are already
working to despite the challenges they have faced, including being
mothballed for several months due to COVID restrictions on flights.
Thanks to everyone involved, especially Elisee and Andyl and the
Ghana technical team who provided exceptional support.

Blue Skies have appointed a new
handling agent in France to support
distribution of our products to the
French market. CLL took over handling
from a new facility in February and
together with our team in France, led by
Henri Glaizot, have ensured a seamless
transition so that our customers could
continue being supplied without any
hitches.

Pictured Left: The Benin technical team of Hospice Tossou, Elinam
Atigan, Ferdinand Hinson, Sabine Ableto, Ida Gbodonou and Gloria
Djigla-Toyi. Pictured right: the Benin agronomy team of Charles
Sinhou, Medrid Laly and Ambroise Akakpo.

Carbon neutral
coconut delivery

Egypt adds to BRC success
with zero non conformances

Congratulations to the team at Blue Skies Egypt for achieving zero
non conformances during their recent 3 day BRC audit. Pictured from
left to right are Mohamed El-Sayed, Hadeer Mohamed, Ahmed Nabil,
Mohamed Gamel, Hussein El-Shinnawy and Moaz Ahmed.

Pictured: why go by truck when you
can go by canoe? Ambroise, one of our
agronomists in Benin is pictured with
a consignment of ‘canoe-freighted’
coconuts which the team are trialling.
Many thanks to Metolo Foyet of Blue
Skies Benin for the photograph.

For the love of veg Going above
and beyond

Congratulations to Kirsty Haynes
and Katherine Wilson from the
Pitsford office who have both recently
received well deserved promotions.
Kirsty (pictured left) has been
promoted to the position of New
Product Developer and Katherine
(pictured right) is promoted to the
position of buyer.

Blue Skies have launched a new range of prepared vegetables
with Carrefour in France. The range includes green beans and
snap peas and is available under the Blue Skies brand.

Egypt Juice approved
to supply top hotels

Blue Skies Juice in Egypt have successfully passed a
number of audits to enable them supply the Dusit and Hilton
hotel chains in Egypt. They also passed an inspection by
the Egyptian national food safety authority with zero non
conformances. Pictured above from left to right are Tamer
Elewea, Tarek Ahmed, Mohamed Shereen, Ekramy Kamal,
Amin, Huda Sayed, Sameh Maher, Rafik Zaher and Mohamed
Mosaad.

Blue Skies
Birthdays

February is always a very special
month for Blue Skies as the 26th of
February 1998 marks the day when
Blue Skies despatched its first ever
consignment of fruit from Ghana to
the UK. It is also the month that Andyl
and DK from Blue Skies Benin and
Ruth celebrate their birthdays. Andyl is
pictured above cutting into what looks
like a very delicious birthday cake.
Happy birthday to Andyl, DK and Ruth,
and happy birthday to Blue Skies!

2021

Small tweaks sees major
improvements to effluent

FOUNDATION
FOCUS
Foundation projects
started in Ghana

Work has started on our 2021 Foundation projects
in Ghana. Due to COVID-19 restrictions a smaller
than usual ground breaking ceremony was held
at one of the project sites (pictured) to signal the
commencement of all our 2021 projects. All our
approved 2021 projects are shown in the table
below.

Blue Skies Brazil have recently made a series of tweaks to their
effluent system which have resulted in significant improvements
to water quality. Through the use of aluminium polychloride
and chlorine dioxide they have been able to reduce Chemical
Oxygen Demand (COD) to less than 35 mg/litre. Well done to the
team on taking the initiative. Pictured above from left to right are
Flademir,Fernando and Andrea.

1

2021 School Farm Competition

Ghana

2

Kpong Tech Vocational Institute

Ghana

3

Tikobo Teacher
Accommodation

Ghana

Blue Skies joins calls
to protect Atewa forest

4

Future for Disability Project

Ghana

5

Diapspora Girls School Water
Project

Ghana

6

Adafour Water Project

Ghana

7

Chinto Bio Toilet

Ghana

8

Notto Secondary School
Computer Classroom

Senegal

9

Laptops for Adult Education

South
Africa

Blue Skies has added its voice to the growing list of companies that are
publicly opposing a bauxite mining project at Atewa Forest in Ghana.
Located 95 km north-east of the capital Accra, the forest reserve, covers
725 km2 and is home to more than 1,000 species of plants, 230 species
of birds, 570 species of butterflies and more than 50 species of mammals,
most of which are endangered. This includes the white-naped mangabey;
the critically endangered Togo slippery frog, and the critically endangered
Afia Birago puddle frog, which was discovered in 2017. Campaigners
have warned that bauxite mining at Atewa would threaten species with
global extinction, undermining the Convention on Biodiversity and the
Sustainable Development Goals, both of which set clear targets to stop
extinctions. Companies including BMW and Tetrapack and the Hollywood
actor Leonardo Dicaprio have all recently spoken out against the mining
project and campaigned for the protection of Atewa Forest. Blue Skies
also calls on the Government of Ghana and all stakeholders to cease all
bauxite mining activity at Atewa Forest. With global biodiversity declining
at an alarming rate, threatening over one million species with extinction
within decades, it is crucial we act immediately to ensure that habitats are
protected, restored and created and never lost. At a time when our planet
faces such unprecedented threats, it is inconceivable that we are even
contemplating putting at risk areas as biologically diverse as Atewa Forest.

10 Gym for Blue Skies Egypt

Egypt

Maria Mãe do Divino
11 Instituto
Amo water project

Brazil

This month also saw the start of teacher training
workshops for our School Farm Competition in
Ghana Two socially distanced workshops took
place, one in Somanya and one in Koforidua. The
training marks the commencement of the practical
element of this annual competition.

